Excerpt From the Scriptorium, Volume 2, Issue 9
Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

7 October 2007 

Our Confidence and Our Hope: 
Mary and the Month of October
Traditionally in the Catholic Church the month of October has been dedicated as one of the two months of Mary in the year. Though the months of August and September by far have more feasts in honor of the Mother of God than any other months in the calendar, May and October stand out as her special time.  

October takes its Marian theme from the memorial of our Lady of the Rosary that we usually celebrate on October 7 (this year, it falls on a Sunday so will not be celebrated). This feast was given to us by Pope Pius V to commemorate the naval victory in the Gulf of Lepanto in the Ionian Sea in 1571. The devotion to the holy rosary is a rich heritage in our Roman Catholic Church. Since the twelfth century the disciples of our Lord Jesus have invoked his holy Mother by praying and meditating upon the sacred mysteries of our Lord and his Mother while reciting the Paters, Aves and Gloria Patris of the rosary.  

On the eighth of October a particular devotion to the Mother of God comes to us from the Trinitarian order. They invoke the intercession of the Blessed Virgin under the title of Our Lady of Good Remedy since she has often given them special help in their work ever since their founding in the late 12th century. Though the feast is not celebrated on the universal calendar, nevertheless it is a popular devotion in the Church. 

This month also marks our own titular feast of Mary Mother of the Good Shepherd. We honor our Blessed Mother under this title on October 13. Beginning with the sacred scriptures handed down to us from our Jewish brothers and sisters, the Old Testament has given to us the image of the eternal God caring for His creation as lovingly and gently as a shepherd caring for his flock. Our Lord Jesus himself gives reference to this image in the gospel of John, chapter ten, and in a number of other places throughout the New Testament. Throughout the centuries of the Church’s history, the image of the Good Shepherd has been used not only for our blessed Lord himself but also for the bishops and priests of the Church, who share in Christ’s priestly office. 

It is only right and proper that the Holy Spirit should direct our minds and hearts to the woman who freely and lovingly gave her fiat to the Lord, consenting to become the Mother of Jesus the Good Shepherd. Mary bore the true Lamb of God, whose sacred blood has redeemed the world. The magnificent and famous hymn chanted in the Churches of the East and entitled the Akathistos has a most beautiful reference to the Mother of God as the Mother of the Good Shepherd when it says in the seventh chant: 

The shepherds heard the angels extolling the coming of Christ in 

The flesh and they hastened unto Him as unto a shepherd. And when 

they beheld Him feeding at Mary's breast as a spotless lamb, they 

sang to her saying: 

Hail, O Mother of both Lamb and Shepherd;

Hail, O fold of rational sheep!

Hail, O weapon against unseen foes;

Hail, O key of the gates of paradise!

Hail, for heaven rejoices with earth;

Hail, for earth sings with heaven.

Hail, O unstilled voice of the Apostles;

Hail, O impregnable strength of martyrs.

Hail, O firm support of faith;

Hail, O shining token of grace.

Hail, O you through whom Hades has been despoiled; 

Hail, O you through whom we have put on glory.

Hail, O Virgin and Bride ever pure!

In the west also we see the Blessed Virgin Mary called upon as Mother of the Good Shepherd, sometimes as Our Lady of the Good Shepherd. In England, Spain, Latin America and Germany some parishes bear this title. The origin of the feast, however, is vague, and the date of the celebration has varied through the centuries. It has been celebrated during the Easter season, more often than not on the Saturday after the Fourth Sunday of Easter, the Sunday frequently referred to as Good Shepherd Sunday. It has been celebrated on some other dates in the month of May as well as on September 3rd and on the 4th. In the Missal of Blessed Pope John XXIII of 1962 it is listed in the appendix for September 4th; however, it is not listed in the Missal of Pope Paul VI of 1970 or among the memorials of the Blessed Virgin in the missal of 1992.  

When our foundation was established in 1989, in Worcester, Massachusetts, the question as to what name the Monastery should have as its titular was discussed with the late Bishop of that diocese, His Excellency the Most Reverend Timothy J. Harrington, D.D. Several names were suggested, among them the rather obscure name of Mother of the Good Shepherd. Bishop Harrington immediately was attracted to the title since it honored both the Blessed Mother and her Divine Son while reflecting our own unique charism of praying for and serving priests. The next question was that of the date for the titular feast. Bishop Harrington chose October 13, the date he was installed as the bishop of Worcester, as the date for the first profession of Father Seamus of Jesus, O.S.A.Prim. Since a monastery or religious order most often traces the date of its foundation to the day when the members of the order first pronounced their religious vows, the Mass of profession on October 13, 1989, is the date we recall our establishment. Since there is no universal feast for our titular of Mother of the Good Shepherd, and since the 4th of September, the octave date of the solemnity of our Holy Father St. Augustine, is celebrated by Augustinians as the Solemnity of our Mother of Consolation, it was decided that October 13, the Foundation date, would be the date we would honor our Patroness. It is also a day often used to honor the Mother of God and one of the dates set aside by holy Mother Church as a Marian Day. It was on October 13, 1917, that the Virgin Mary made her last of the famous apparitions to the three shepherd children in Fatima, Portugal.  

Our holy Mother, given to us by her divine Son when He was hanging on the wood of the cross, looks after us with maternal love and care. She who carried the Lamb of God in her arms and protected and loved the Shepherd of the sheep now with that same maternal gift loves and protects her children washed in the blood of her divine Son.  

One of the Eastern theologians passes on to us words that should enter deeply into our hearts, compelling our love and devotion to the Virgin Mary under the title of Mary Mother of the Good Shepherd. St. Germanus of Constantinople writes, “Mary, Mother of the Good Shepherd and our Mother, is renowned for obtaining all kinds of good things for her children. May she always be our trust and our hope” and again “Mary is both the Mother of the Shepherd and the Mother of the Lamb. That is why she is all our confidence and all our hope!” 

It is our fervent prayer that our dear friends and family of our Monastery develop and foster devotion to our Blessed Mother and invoke her as Mary Mother of the Good Shepherd. As we celebrate on October 13 this beautiful feast of our Mother, we shall be offering the Holy Mass and all our prayers during the day for each and every one of you, all those you carry in your hearts, both the living and the dead, and all your special intentions and needs.  

