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Saint Nicholas of Tolentine
Everyone is aware of the wonderful miracle worker among our Catholic Saints, St. Nicholas of Myra. Through the years this holy man of God, a fourth-century bishop of Myra (located in present-day Turkey), has become known popularly as jolly old St. Nick and in secular society is commonly welcomed as Santa Claus! He is a treasured Saint also among our eastern brothers and sisters, and many a Church and icon is dedicated to him.  

In the thirteenth century in Sant’Angelo in Pontano, Italy, lived a devout Roman Catholic couple, the Gurrutti family, loving God and serving their brothers and sisters with true charity. This couple shared the great devotion to St. Nicholas of Myra. They bore a heavy burden since after a number of years of marriage they were childless. Being devoted people, they made a pilgrimage to a famous shrine of St. Nicholas, and asked for his intercession that the Lord would bless them, if it was God’s will, with a child. The Lord did bless them this way, and a short time later their son was born and was named Nicholas after the merits and intercession of the bishop of Myra. He joined the Augustinians as a young man and lived most of the last thirty years of his life in Tolentino, or Tolentine, Italy. 

Our Augustinian brother’s deep love for the poor and his tremendous devotion to the souls in purgatory has made him one of the patrons of the Holy Souls. The pious practice of blessing bread or buns on his feast day and then dipping them into water and eating a morsel is a custom that we usually follow after Mass on his feast, September 10. This practice came about because one time when fasting he had a vision of Mary and the child Jesus, who urged him to eat a piece of bread marked with the sign of the cross and soaked in water to renew his strength. After this event, he used to do the same for the many sick people he attended. 
Our own Brother Nicholas received the name of this wonderful miracle worker on the day he entered the Monastery. At that time we were unaware that, before entering, Brother Nicholas had often sat with the dying and after the Lord called them to Himself would prepare the bodies and accompany them to the hospital morgue. How fitting then that he should be given the patronage of St. Nicholas of Tolentino, who is the Patron of the dying, the dead and of the Holy Souls.  

As we commence this month of September, let us foster devotion to this wonderful Augustinian Saint, and let us imitate his holy practice of praying and interceding for our brothers and sisters who have died and are in need of our prayers.  

