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What a Month of Celebrations!
As the eighth month of the year commences, we realize we could entitle August the Marian-Augustinian month. This month we celebrate a number of feasts of the Blessed Virgin Mary, on both the universal and some particular calendars, as well as a number of members of the family of St. Augustine.  

On the universal calendar of our Church, we remember on the fifth of August the oldest Church dedicated to the Mother of God. The memorial of the dedication of St. Mary Major (Santa Maria Maggiori), often referred to as Our Lady of Snows from a miracle of snow falling there in August 352, falls on a Sunday this year so will not be universally celebrated. Ten days later, August fifteenth, we celebrate one of the primary feasts of the Blessed Mother, the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. This is one of the oldest feasts of the Mother of God both in the West and the East, where it is called her Dormition. On this day we recall the Virgin Mary’s participation in the resurrection and ascension of her divine Son, as we celebrate Blessed Mary’s assumption, body and soul, into heaven. On the octave day of this wonderful feast, August twenty-second, we meditate upon Mary, queen of heaven and earth, a privilege given to her by her own divine Son, the second person of the Blessed Trinity, and by His Father and the Holy Spirit. 

On particular calendars, the Mother of God is honored on August second by the Franciscans under the title of Mary Queen of all Angels and on the Polish calendar on August twenty-sixth under the title of our Lady of Czestochowa, often called the Black Madonna, whose famous shrine is in Jasna Gora, Poland. 

The Augustinian family has already begun the special celebrations of the month with the remembrance on August second of Blessed John of Rieti, an Augustinian religious brother who lived in the fourteenth century and had deep devotion to the Eucharist; he died at the early age of seventeen. August nineteenth, when it falls on a week day, is the Feast of St. Ezekiel Moreno, a Spanish Recollect and bishop who was active in evangelization in the Philippines and in South America. On the seventeenth of August we celebrate the feast of our beloved St. Clare of the Cross, known also as St. Clare of Montefalco. This cloistered and contemplative Abbess is the first formally canonized saint of the Augustinians; all before her pre-date the canonical procedures. St. Clare was gifted with knowledge of the human heart, reading souls of those who came to her for guidance. Her deep love of the passion of her spouse Jesus Christ left her physical heart with a miraculous gift of the marks of the passion and the imprint of Christ’s cross. Her incorruptible body lies in state in her monastery in the Umbrian countryside of Montefalco, Italy, where her Augustinian daughters still reside.  

The crowning glory of this month of August is the solemnity of our Holy Father St. Augustine on the twenty-eighth, when we commemorate the anniversary of the end of his earthly pilgrimage in the year 430 A.D. His solemnity is preceded on August twenty-seventh by the feast of his and our holy Mother Monica.  

The day before that of holy Mother Monica is the wonderful day on which we recall the martyrdom of the first monks of the Augustinian tradition in the Church; the memorial falls this year on a Sunday but will be celebrated next year when it will again occur on a weekday. The Martyrdom of the Monks of Gafsa is very dear to our own hearts since they are a model and example for our own Monastery. We trace our lineage as Observers of the first or primitive way of Augustinian monasticism to Saint Augustine’s first monasteries in Tagaste and Hippo, and to the Monastery in Gafsa, northern Africa, that was in existence sixty years after the death of our Holy Father.  

In the Monastery of Gafsa were the Abbot Liberatus and six other monks: the deacon Boniface, the subdeacons Servus and Rusticus, and the monks Rogatus, Septimus and Maximus. They were taken by force to Carthage, where they were tempted by seductive flattery and promises of vain and fleeting honors. Fortified by God, they refused to yield and were consequently imprisoned in darkness, burdened with chains and cruelly tortured. Then the monks were put aboard a boat that had been loaded with bundles of dry wood, and the boat was set on fire to be burned in the open sea. When this plan also failed, for the fire was immediately and miraculously extinguished, the command was given for the monks to be battered with the oars, so that they might die with their brains bashed out. Their sacred remains were buried in the monastery of Bigua. These martyrs are a great example of constancy and fidelity and a reminder of the need to rely on God in our own trials and temptations. They also may have had something to do with our move from Peaks Island to our present location several miles from the open sea. 

What an enriching time is this month of August! May the Virgin Mary, Mother of us all, and our Holy Father St. Augustine, with his mother Monica, and all our Augustinian brothers and sisters, lead us to a deeper encounter and love of the most holy Triune God.   

