Excerpt From the Scriptorium, Volume 2, Issue 5
Fifth Sunday of Easter

Sunday 6 May 2007 

Pierced with Love

It is said that the one who claims to have read all of the writing of St. Augustine is one who lies! The quantity of writing—letters, sermons, treatises, tracts, books, etc.—composed and written by the fifth-century saint is astounding to say the least, especially when you consider the absence of electricity, computers, Blackberries, Dictaphones, tape recorders, and even old-fashioned typewriters! Augustine covered immense subjects including the gospels, writings of St. Paul, the prophets and other noble writers from the Old and New Testament. He expounds on theology, philosophy, psychology, and a variety of other disciplines. Sometimes he addressed his own flock in Hippo, at other times those who had left the Catholic Christian community, and at other times those who rejected Christ and his teachings. He wrote to other profound scholars like St. Jerome and to others like the virgin Florentine and the widow Proba.  

Keeping all of this in mind, we depart from the time of St. Augustine, and passing quickly through the years we stop and enter upon the fifteenth century to look at the life of one of his disciples and ask ourselves what attracted this person to the life, writings and teachings of the great Augustine. As far as we know, Margarita Mancini was not well educated, and like many others during her time never learned how to read or write. What, then, was the link between the great doctor of the Church and the future St. Rita of Cascia?  

From all that we know, Rita was very familiar with St. Augustine even before she entered religious life, and in fact she prayed very earnestly to him, along with two other saints that were honored in her town, St. John the Baptist and St. Nicholas of Tolentine, to help the nuns in the monastery of St. Mary Magdalene to change their first decision to reject her as a cloistered nun. 

What is the yoke that binds the monk, priest, bishop, scholar, doctor of the Church, theologian, and prolific writer, with the uneducated, illiterate and obscure nun? It is those haunting words of the Rule of our Father St. Augustine, “The main purpose of our having come together in the monastery is to be one in mind and heart intent upon God.”   

Representing our Father St. Augustine—indeed the symbol of all Augustinians—is the enflamed heart, pierced with the arrow of love! Similarly, the most common image of our Saint of the Impossible, St. Rita, is one of her holding the crucifix. The eyes of Rita are so often gazing down at the One whose heart was pierced for love of us, whose whole being was enflamed with a love and desire to captivate our hearts with love for Him. It is love, the immense love of God, that flows over to the love for all God’s children, that united these two very different and yet very similar people.  

As we prepare in our Monastery to begin the eighteenth annual novena to St. Rita of Cascia, as we prepare to ask the powerful intercession of the Saint who carries the stirring title of Saint of the Impossible, let us keep in mind that like her Father Augustine, Rita studied and learned the greatest lesson of all, that God has made us for Himself alone and our hearts will always be dissatisfied until the fire, the blazing fire, of immense love is enkindled in our hearts. O, St. Augustine, our holy Father, and St. Rita, our sister in faith, pray for us that we too may become worthy of the promises of Christ. 

